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. [Bpecial Despatch ta the Righmond Enquirer.|
Barrepder of Mason and Slidell.
- Cexrreviiie, Dec. 80, 1861.

You may state it, a8 coming from a reliable source,
that Seward has' surrendered Messrs. Mason and

Bli_t::I_l, in accordance ‘with the demands of Great
m.

H the above be correct, then has Lincoln's gov-
ernment done what we feared it would do—igno-
miniovsly humbled itself before England.  Where
now i the declaration of Secretary Welles that
Commodore Wilkes was forbearing in not holding
the English steamer as a prize? Where is the back-
bone of the Lincoln Senate and House, which
thanked Wilkes for his exploit? Where the exul-
tations of the presses and the people of Yankeedom
over the seizure of our Envoys? The English lion
has roared, and the Yankee crane pipes for peace.

Appearances indicate that Lincoln bas complied
with sll the English demands; that Messrs. Mason
and Slidell are to be placed on board a British vessel,
and an ample apology offered to England for the
insult to her flag. The degraded Yankee government
sacrifices its last claim to honor and to the respect
of civilized nations, in order the wore fully to glut
its vengeance on the South. It first plays the bally,
and then the coward, sneaking off from a contest
with a government which it has insulted, and con-
gratulating itself on the smastness with which it has
avoided the impending wrath of England.

But the South will gain by even this. The Yan-
kee government must henceforth incur the con-
tempt, to a greater or less extent, of all the great
powers of Europe; and the Confederate States,
baving already obtained the sympathy of the people
of England, whose flag has been insulted on account
of their Envoys, will at once occupy a higher po-
sition in the eyes of the world. .The recognition of
the Confederate States by England and France is
not far distant.  This will open the courts of Europe
to our Ministers, who ean propese and make terms
for us which will aid us in our struggle; and after
the experience which Lincoln has had in seizing our
Envoys, and after his humble apology for the act,
he will not be apt to lay his hands again on a Con-
federate Minister, under the British or French flag
on the high seas, Oh for twenty first class ships of
war, with force to man them! If the South had
only these, she would soon break the blockade at
important points, and her own flag would protect
her Envoys on the ocean.

Cotton Fabrics.

Before the war spun colton was srelling at from
90 cents to $1 10 per bunch, and ordinary cotton
cloth at 8 to 10 cents per yard. Now the former is
$1 7510 31 90 per bunch, and the latter 20 to 25
cents. e are glad that the factorics are still able
to turn out these fabrics, and we know that all the
materials they use, except cotlon, are much higher
than formerly; but then cotton ean be obtained at

: The Press. .

None can be more jealous of the liberty of the
press than we are, yet, at a time like this, the ut-'
most prudence is demanded on the part of the South-
ern press. There can be no doubt that in the anx-
iety to gratify the public taste for news, mast, if not
all the Southern presses may have erred, but in
some points the daily press has been egregiously st
fault. The publication of arrival of vessels in Con-
federate ports with munitions of war, &c., and the
escape of individuals from the North, often times
giving the names of the parties, their mode of es-
cape, &c., cannot, we think, be condemned too high-
ly. From all we can learn, at any rats, it is posi-.
tively affirmed by intelligent parties from the North,
that Lincoln has his gmissaries all through the
South—that every important fact is conmmunicated
North in a few days. and that nothing scarcely es-
capes their vigilance. Under such circamstances,
how important it is that the press carefully avoid
publications which must certainly enure to the ben-
efit of the enemy. Can it be true that Lincoln has,
at this late day, emissaries in the South? 1f so, let
them be ferretted out and punished.

Y

Deatn rrou Intesmperance.—Simeon Marshall,
who resided a few miles west of Raleigh, was taken
up on Thursday last and put in the guard house in
a very drunken tondition. Ine few hours thereafter
he was found dead. A jury of inquest was sum-
moned by Mr. Coroner Bevers, on Friday morning.
who found that Marshall came to his death by the
intemperate use of ardent spirits.

Intemperance in the Army.

The Richmond Enguirer has the following just
and sensible observations on this subject. Itisa
“ bitter mockery ™ to punish a drunken private, and
at the same time to tolerate a drunken officer. The
Enguirer says:

**One of the dutics which will devolve upon Gov-
ernment, during the winter suspension of hostilities,
and which may best be attended to at that time,
will be an enquiry into the habils of the officers of
the army, as to sobricty, with a stern disinissal of
those whose vicious indulgences disqualify them
for their posts. We are sorry to say there is too
much necessity for instituting this enquiry. Itisa
bitter mockery to arrest & drunken private, whose
fault is contined to himself, and leave unreproved
the raundlin officer, whose fault involves the use-
fulness, and the comfort, and even the lives of his
command. The bawlings of the besotted soldicr in
the guard house are far Jess discreditable to the
service, and fur less ominnas of evil, than the revel-
ries of the General in his ct mfortable guarters.—
Drunkenness is a vice to which many good and brave
and gifted en fall victiing ; but when they do, how-
ever, the necessity 15 to be regretted, nothing re-
mains but to get rid of them, The dead timber must
be cleared away. If a drunkard i of any use in
the world, except as the trial of men's patience, and
woman's (00, it is yet to be found out. DBut the last
place for him is that which puts him in command

7 to 8 cents per pound, and labor is cheaper than |

heretofore. Under these circumstances, it seems to
us that thirty to forty per cent. on furmer prices
would be a fair profit for the manufaciurers; as it
is, more than 100 per cent. is paid by the people for
these fabrics before they reach them through the
merchant. Wedonot know which of these classes—
the manufacturer or the merchant—is realizing the
greatest profit, but we do know that those who need
and must have these fabrics are paying enormous
prices for them.

We again urge our readers (o start the cards,
spinning-wheels, and looms, and manufacture their
own cloth. We know cards are scarce, but let them

! all be gathered up and used. The spinning-wheels

and looms can Le made at home, Cotton is cheap.
Spin it, and then weave it into cloth. We can well

! TS | remember the day when the hum of the wheel and
pn article to.day from |

the treddles of the looin were heard in alinost every
dwelling. We must also have more wool and more
flax. Let no wore sheep be butchered, but save
them all for their fleeces; and let considerable crops
of flax be put in next spring, for the staple will be
needed for cloth, and the seed for oil.

W. G. Browstow.—This deluded man, whe has
done wore to fan the flame of discontent and hostil-
ity to the Southern Confederacy in East Tennissee
than any one else, was recently arrested by the civil
authorities of Knoxville, Tenn., and put in prison
on a charge of treason.  Since his imprisonmest the
rumnor went abroad that he refused to eat any thing,
desiring to starve himself to death. This he denies
in a letter to the Nashville Patriot, asserting that
he has no idea of committing suicide; that his bealth
is good except a cold, and that he eats three full
meals a day, sent him by his family, In the same
lctter, however, he attempts to cast reproach upon
the Confederate authorities by insinuating tha: they
have been guilty of a breach of faith towards him,
by inducing him t> return to Knoxville under a
pledge of prolection and & sale passport beyond the

Confederate lines, and then suffering him to be ar- |

rested by a civil process.

The facts are briefly these: Believing thatit would
be belter to get rid of Brownlow andsend him North,
than to allo# him to remain, and not aware that it
was the intention of any one to arrest him by civil
process, the government proposed to Brownlow to
deliver himself up at Knoxville, and that he would
be protected and furnished with the necessary pass-
ports beyond pur lines. This wasdone. The time
appointed for his departure was fixed and an escort
provided ; after which, the civil process was served
on him without the knowledge of the military au-
thority, who offered no resistance to the civil pro-
cess, but delivered him up. On the 27th Dec. the
case was brought before Judge Reynolds of the Con-
federate Court, when the District Attorney laid be-
fore the Court a letter from Mr. Benjamin, Secretary
of War, explanatory of the design and purpose of
the Government to act in good faith to Mr. Browa-
low.. Judge Reynolds immediately dismissed the
case and ordered his release. It is understood that
he will be conveyed across the lines by the military
in's short time. His release caused great excite-
ment and discontent among the soldiers stationed at
Knoxville.

Srnt raey Coue.—We are under many obliga-

_tions to a friend in Gaston: County for a list of ten

subseribers; to a friend at Durham’s Station for &
list of elsven, and to & friend at Beaufort for a list

.of twelve subseribers, with a promise of maore from

each. - Who next will imitate these excellent ex-
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of others. How can he taka ecare of & multitude,
when he is unable to control even himself? Imagine
an officer called upon toissae orders at a time when
he sees goblins in the air, and snakes and rats crawl-
ing-over his conch! Imagine him scanning a ficdld
when his eyes are red and swimming, and covered
with mists! Hear him issning the word of com-

mand when his tongus doubles and his senses reel! |

To such victims of such a vice we woulil appeal by
all their pride, ambition, luve of country, regard for
their soldiers, to set a worthier esample. Such as
are wedded to their ways, should either see, or be
shown, the necessity of giving place to sober men.”

For the Standard.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CONVENTION

OF THE STATE OF NORTH-CAROLINA.

Gesrrexex: The right of instruction being a prin-
ciple of free government, and it having been found-
eurin good faith in the original letter of our State
Constitution, we, a portion of the people of Wilson
County, assuming to exercise that right with refer-

fairs, caused by the maladministration of the federal
government, do, therefore, appeal to your honorable
body, in the name of our State, setting forth, in

North Carolina, against the present as well as future
war.
your favorable consideration, that the Convention

of the people of North Carolina, basing it upon
the real and personal property owned by the State
and people; that the property thus pledged and
fixed as a basis of capital stock, shall be deemed
and held in bank as an equivalent to gold and silver
coin; that the principal or mother bank under this
system, shall be located in the City of Raleigh, N.
C., and shall be chartered with the right to establish
a branch in each and every county in the State,

The principal bank shall be allowed to issue and
circulate notes ranging from five dullars to one hun-
dred in detiomination, the circulation not to exceed
the sum required to meet the State's liabilities du-
ring each year the war shall continue, the notes to
bear six per cent. interest payable to the State or
people, as the case may be.

Let it be further provided, that the capital stock
of the branches located in each county of the State,
ghall be according to the pro rata of taxes paid by
the people of the counties, to the State government,
in which they are established, with the privilege of
circulating nates to the value of four times the
amount of their capital, ranging in denomination
fiom twenty-five cents to fifty dollars. Let it be
further provided, that every tax payer in each and
erery county in the State, shall, upon presenting a
gdod bond, borrow four times, il he desires, the
amount of his or,her taxes; thebond thus discounted
shall bear six per cent interest payable semi-annu-
ally, and one-fourth of the principal ofthe note made
payable annually, until the whole debt 1s cancelled.

{at it be further provided, that the notes of the

ncipal and branches of said banking system, shall

made a lawful tender during the continuance of
the war, and shall be taken as gold and silver in
payment of debts, taxes, the purchase of
wares and merchandize ; also, salt, pork,. beef, ba-
con, lard, corn, wheat, flour, in fact all prime meces-
sities. Further, providing such restrictionsas will
secure the faithful performance, and honest admin-
istration of the system by the officers emnployed to
superintend the same.

Thissystem, in placeof making the State a borrow-
er from individual banks, or corporations, in and out
of her own limits, incuring a heavy interest debt for
the people to pay after the war, would afford the
State & means to meet her liabilities, and her people
to pay their debts and taxcs; and instead of paying
this enormous interest debt to individual instito-
tions, would pay it to the State in the name of the

‘people themselves, the interest thus paidfalling into

end the principal or State debt incured by & short
or acted war with the Lincola government-
dping you may consider, when you resume yonr
deliberations again in January, our suggestions, and
provide a means for our meeting ours as well as the

State's liabilities without distress of , We
submit our prayers. MANY OITIZENS.
Wilson, N. C., Dec. 16, 1861.
The Delta says that the Banks of New Orleans

have agreed to lend the State of Louisiana $4,000,000,
at the rate of eight per cent. interest, to enable itto
pay the Confedernte tax and meet its own heary

obligations.

the State Treasury as a sinking fund tolessen 1n the !

1

Wrorx Numser 1397.

Tue Stax Law.—~The talk which prevailed in the
State some time ago in regard to the Stay Law,
‘seems to have subsided in » great measure. Thisis
not owing to any change ip public sentiment in re-
gard to it, wa judge, but because of the readiness
with which our honest and Jaw-abiding people sub-
mit to lax, even when it pinches. There is evi-
dently a diversity of opinion upon the subject, yet
‘we bave thought the majority of our people are op-
poeed to the present law. What the Convention
will do, we ate not prepared to say. An intelligent
correspondent, in one of the western countics, who
has been engaged in mercantile business over forty
years, remarks in a letter to us, that money is more
plentiful in his neighborhood than it has been in
five years, and that he is satisfied that there would
be little or no pressure if the Stay Law was repeal-
ed. fie says, “the late Stay Law has put down the
credit system. The poor in my county are violent-
ly opposed to it, and even good livers say they can-
not make their crops without the credit system.—
The rich are also opposed to it because they cannot
collect money with which to pay their taxes.” This
state of thinus creates dissatisfaction, and proves in-

jurious to the cause of the South in carrying on the
war,

CoxreperaTe Srates.—Theannouncementof Mr.
Sccretary Memminger that be is ready to pay the
interest on the Confederate funded debt in gold and
silver, must be very gratifying to every friend of
the Confederacy. This fact places the credit of the
government in & high pos:tion, and gives to the
Treasury Notes and other obiigations of the Confed-
eracy, a passport throughout the South. There is,
perhaps, not on record an instance, in which a young
government like ours, born without a cent, plung-
ing in debt as soon as it began to breathe, harrassed
and crippled by a bloody war, with its ports block-
aded and cut off from tbe commerce of the world,
which in less than one year pays off the intercst of
its debt in gold and silver. Long live the Southern
Confederacy !

Piexty or Powner.—Contrary to general expec-
tation, we are glad to learn that the Confederate
government has been able to make ample arrange-
ments for a full supply of powder for the war. Maj.
Rains who has charge of the manufactare of powder
for the government, and who is saperintending the
erection of pewder mills at Augusta, Ga., says that
the government has an ample supply of sulphur
for that purpose for years.

WAR NEWS.

This article which is so gratifying to the public
taste at this time is exceedingly scarce.

Kextreky.—A dispatch from Nashville on the
80th ult,, gives the fullowing items: A special dis-
patch to the Louisville Courier from Hopkinsville
states that Col. Forrest's cavalry, about 300 strong,
and the Federal cavalry, with about the same num-
ber, met at Sacramento, on Green river. on Satur-

ence to the disturbed eondition of our financial af-

brief, what we conceive may be provided as a rem- |
edy lor us in common with our fellow-citizens of |

troubles which may arise from a protracted state of |
We would thercfore suggest, and recommend for |

establish a uniform system of banking in the name |

day lust, when a skirmish ensued.  About fifty Fed-
{ erals were killed, wounded, and taken prisoners.—
{ Our loss was Capt. H. Clay Merriwether, of Louis-
| ville, and one private killed, and one private wound-
ed. The enemy fled in great confusion.
A gentleman who has just arrived here, and who
; left Louisville on Christmas day, says that pilots
{ cannot be obtained for the Federal gun-boats which
| were destined to go down the Mississippi river.—
i They say that they are afraid of the subigarne bat-
| teries placed at different points in the river.
1t is reported hero that the Lomsville Journal has
announced that there will be no forward movement
| on Bowling Greon or Green river until Lincoln's
: goseiiiun on the slavery question is satisfactorily de-
o
!, New Onieans.—Private dispatches at Richmond,
; state that on the 80th ult,, 22 Federal vessels were
| !l::nding troops at Ship Island on Sunday and Mon-

{ _ Another dispatch was received on 31st staling
; that the Federals had landed troops at Balize ; and
, it was believed that Federal troops had also been
landed at Mississippi City, opposite to Ship Island.

The people on the islands in that section were
{ much excited, and are not provided with suitable
| weans to resist the Federal invaders.
| _ Balize is about 100 miles from Mobile, and 85
{ from New Orleans.

Souvtn-Carovixa.—The Charleston AMercury of
, the B1st says:

“Although matters are getting quite brisk along
the neighboring coast, there does not seem to be
that imminence of battle, which was believed a few
days ago, to exist. On Saturday Maj. Gen. Leeand
staff visted Brig. Genl. Evans' military district, and
spent the entire day with the hero of the * Stone
Dridge” and of Leesburg, makirng observations in
that quarter. The enemy’s gun boats are still in
sight off White Point, but it is believed that this
point of the inland communication has beea ocen-
pied by the cnemy for the purpose of more effecta-
ally blockading us, The Yankees believe that our
Commissioners and many valuable cargoes have
found exit in thisdirection. One of therr amuse-
ments consisis in shelling the residence of planters,
on both sides of the stresm, and if their practice
was even tolerable, much property would thus be
destroyed. But, talv. thesm . meecass 2=
bad that as many
at a large house
less expensive
range rifles, mﬁl
an armed to

On Sunday morni
approached White E
Gen, Evaos' pickets, - ...

The Latest News.

We receive bat little news from our Iast maily, or
from dispatches, All quite still on the Potomsc.

Dispatches recsived at Richmond from the Po-
tomac re-affirn the rumor that Mason and Slidell
have been surrendered. The Baltimere Sunr of the
30th December publishes Seward's dispatch to Lord
Lyons, releasing Mason and Slidell, *yielding them
to claims intrinsically just, and in conformity with
American. doctrines.” Contemptible! Why did
they not discover it before they roused John Ball 7

The Richmond Theatre wus burnt early on Thars-
day morning, A saddlery was afso burned, and
the Marshall Hounse injured

A dispatch from Mobile says that on 1st inst., &
Confederate steamer going to the Pensacola Nav
Yard was fired upon by Fort Pickens. Bragg's
batteries replied and the firing continued at last ac-
counts,

Large shipments of arms and munitions of war
had arrived at New York from Earope for Lincoln's
army. lludson river was frozen over from Hudson
to New York. The new Federal tariff on coffee and
sugar, exciles commotion among buyers. The
Northern people are represented as tired of the war,
except army coniractors.

Westery Vireisia.—Intelligence from Western
Virginia represents that many of the best citizens
of Raleigh and Fayette countieg have had to aban-
don their lm?l;es and seek refuge il:ego;;ui, i::‘;on-

uence of the outrages tral nvadin
Eglie! ofgYankees, Some, having been aplm'es

the foe, refused to take the dn{nding oath of
lﬂlgil_l‘lﬂ, and were sent to Columbuos, Ohio. The
people of our Western counties are in a high state
of excitement, and are urging the Government to

send more troops for their protection.— Rickmond
Dispateh. :

tc:l'ml'n.l‘lp_ reported cnll::‘: movement ig‘
e gton to supersede -
Clellan by the Massachusetts lawyer, Nathanfeh V.
Banks. They complain that McClellan is too stesr,
and they waat & commander who will tor
the popular clamor for an onward movement. The
Yankees have been eigh
work of subjugating the South, but are still as far
from accomplishing their purpose, a8 they wers at
the outset. We do not wonder, therefore, at their
impatience.— Rich. Dispateh.

* Tur Rignr Max 1z oz Ricar Pracs.”—Among
the appoiotments of the Nortk Carolina Con
(which we publish in another eolumn) it will be seen
that the Rev. C. P. Jones hss been appointed to

Portsmouth, Ocracoke and €rpe Hatteras. Mr.
Jones has command of an A Company, and
inasmuch as part of his territory is in of

the Lincolnites, it is to be presumed that he will use
the Gospel in connection with powder and lead —
The latter will certainly have the most effect on the
mesn souls of the Yankees.— Western Democrat,

Georora.—The General of Georgia
has passed an act authorizing all velunteers and
other troops in the service from that State to vote
at all elections, without reference to the place where
they may be in service at the time of elections,

Disarrorsruenr.—The New York ZTimes says:
‘' There has been congiderable disappointment felt
that the landing of Yankee troops on thre coast of
North and South Carolina has not produced thet
diversion of the Confederate troops before Washi
ton which was anticipated. The expected
homeward of the Carolina Confederates to defénd
their own States has not taken place; and conse-
quently, McClellan has as strong an enemy in front
now to fight as he had before the Yankees lunded
twenty thousand men at Hatteras and Port Roysh.”

GENERAL NEWS.

Diviexps.—The following Banks of this State
liave declared the following dividerds: The Bank of
Fayetteville, a semi-annual dividend of £ per ¢étt,

The Bank of Clarendon, b5 per cent. '

The Bank of Charlotte, also a dividend of 4 per
cent.

The bank of Washington 3 1-2 per cent.

Mre, Jackson, the wife of the martyr, muftiered
by Ellsworth’s Zouaves, while defending the fing of

his country in Alexandria, 15 now a resident of
Charlottsville. .

Deatn By Fire.—The Fayetteville Obsorver,
::ale;n:iut :hf;‘ Sl.rllh E. (:::lllmln, daughter of Mr,
100 no t place, a 18, was shockingly
burned on  Chtistmas worning and died fhe same

standing before the fire, when her clothes caught.

The Legislature of Texas, now in scssion, has un.
der consideration a proposition to make it s suffi-
cicnt cause of divorce if the husband belongs to the
Yankee army or navy,

mentions the arrival there of Gen. Branch, who *is
very busily engaged in attending to the interesty of
this part of his brigade.” :

A line of telegraph is to be laid from Washidgton
to Fortress Monroc, and possibly from that point to
Hatteras, Port Royal, and points further Sowth.

, The gas-works of Mr. Fries of Salem, caught on
fire on Saturday the 21st ult.,, and one of the houses
was destroyed.

Itis r?orted in New York that a sovers en
ment had taken place between the United States
steaer Iroquois and the Confederate steamer Sum-
ter.  One of them, it could not be ascertained which,
had put into Martinique to repair damages.

Capt. Asa George of Charlotte, has Invented s
cannon, which it is said three men can load and fire
5 times a minute! The inventor is & poor man
and unable to have the gun thorooghly tested. We
rliha!l neg;l juit such instruments to fight the Yan-

ees with, when we get our pluck folly up. Let it
be tried. - . 2 Ao

General Wool has written to his Government at
Washington, demanding that some immediate ste
be tuken with regard to the negroes now ntO'i:
Point. He represents that he sees a great deal of
trouble with them, and states that they are contin-
ually wranglingand fighting with his men,

We see it stated in the papers that a Halifax
(Nova Scotia) paper or some one elsc, asserts posi-

 tively that Messss. R. M. T. Hunter, of Virginia,
and R. J. Breckinridge, of Kentucky, left that piace
in a British steamer, having been appointed
of the Southern Confederacy to Bnr‘)md and France,
in place of Messrs. Mason and Slidel. We do not
believe it. :

We learn from the Louisville Courier that thers
are ten thousand Abolition Yankee soldiers siekand
now in the hospitals at Louisville, and aisn
nubers in camp between Louisville and N
The sickness is of a fatal character, and they are
dying by hundreds. Such i the just fate of these
who have attempted to enslave a free and happy
people like those of Kentueky..

General Btuart’s official report of the battle. of
Drainsville states that be lost 48 killed, 143 wognd-
ed, and 8 missing, »

Homwicides bave become an every
in Washington City, Hardly a ﬁd;’
two or three murders do not iske placa.

-

McCugtrax axp mne Lixcorx Covewsis—R ir

night. She was dressed to go to Chureh, and was

Coast Drrexces.—The Washington Dispatoh”

. the captare of Mason and Slidell after the
Eagland arrived, by the adoption of e
tions, but they Ml::"d

wittee to sleep. Vallandi wants o sl

anrighteous war, mdn.;d:gought the quick:

was to embroil Lincoln with Eogland.© e
The Engli ridicule the braggadhiil

the !’mtgﬁvs{;‘m account of the in:

the *Grand Army” around Washi

months. They higgle at the idea of calling
lan a second Napoleon.

The notorious Bennett, of the New York

ex g

who was ready to fight England at first, ng >

miniously joins the Zribune, Times, and othgi
lition journals in thinking it best to compi
the demand of England now, and settle the Sagg
with ber after they whip the South. Whisi}
that be? e
The withdrawal of vur from Wests
rinia, leaves that seclion m .
ion. Several persons AT 0y 9
have lost much stock, &c., recently 3
thieves A ion of our will be k
Allsghanies and sbout Staunton.
Gen. Floyd has left with a portion of hi
mand to juin Gen. Johnston's line in L
His command is said to be one of the most ¢
and well organized body of troops in the
eracy. ' =
. Hon. Francis E Rives, of Petersburg,
in that city on the 36th.
Re-zsusruenr’ or Troors.—We feel

ustified in seying, from information in our pa
‘i-xm. that l‘ullé.kt:“u-ﬂ'uh‘hﬂd the Virginia




